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D. DESIGN STATEMENT 
 

Following are a design statement from the Architect James Ingo Freed, FAIA and a 
portion of the Air Force Memorial Foundation’s public presentation of the memorial 
design on March 5th, 2003. 
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AIR FORCE MEMORIAL 
Arlington, Virginia 

 
 

 
Architect’s Statement  

James Ingo Freed, FAIA 

 
 
              
The Memorial is rooted in the necessary symbolic transition of making the 
medium for the Air Force visible.  The Navy has the medium of water, which 
can always be shown in fountains, and the Army has the medium of land, 
which can be referenced with mountains and plains; the Air Force has the 
medium of air, which is very difficult to show. The core of this effort lies in 
making air tangible, making technology felt.  But, before the Memorial could 
take shape, the critical component, the site, had to be analyzed for its 
informational and formational impact.  In this case, the promontory 
overlooking Washington brings to bear the possibility of launching the 
Memorial through the edge condition it presents, the front to the north and the 
back to the south. 
 
The Memorial itself is 270 feet high and appears to be soaring; its array of arcs 
against the sky evokes a modern image of flight by jet and space vehicles. At 
the same time, it enshrines the past in permanent remembrance of the 
pioneers of flight who came before, and pays homage to those of the future. 
 
Once the decision was made to have vertical elements, the number three 
became important, three being resonant with significant associations for the 
Air Force, including the three current core values of today. It is also the 
smallest number of elements needed to define and enclose a space. The spires 
are asymmetrical, dynamic, each a different height so that the view of the 
Memorial changes from every angle. 
 
The Memorial is scaled for visibility over street infrastructure, its height 
determined to be at least equal to building heights visible on the Arlington 
horizon from both near and distant views. The proportional relationship of the 
height of the spires to the width of the memorial space at their base grows 
from the need to make the Memorial material in space and stand out as a 
marker at the gateway to the I-395 entry to Washington. At the same time care 
is taken not to diminish the view of the nation’s capital beyond. 
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A dull metallic surface forms the equilateral triangles of which the Memorial is 
constructed. Jointing details are minimized and the upper tips are polished. 
The determination has been made by the FAA that the Memorial does not 
present a hazard to air navigation.  Each spire will be illuminated by its own 
light source, probably eliminating the need for standard warning lights and 
further establishing the dynamics of the Memorial. 
 
A path parallel to the northern edge of the site, paved in bluestone, joins two 
events, its southern and northern ends creating the necessary poles for 
experience of the total Memorial.  At the entrance from the west stands the 
Honor Guard, symbolizing patriotism and power. From here, the bluestone 
path moves east to the Contemplation Chamber, a roof-less glazed structure 
composed of four independent corners with meditative inscriptions on the glass 
walls.  It symbolizes the presence of all of those who are gone.  Halfway on the 
journey back and forth, one passes the Memorial Chamber. Here, in the space 
generated by the three spires, there is a circular glass enclosure honoring the 
Air Force—past, present and future. Standing within the soaring forms, one 
can see the Washington Monument. A stepped stone plinth runs parallel with 
the pathway and can act as seating for special events as well as for the 
trooping of the colors. 
 
The landscaping edges the active site with thick rows of mature trees, 
welcomed for their shade, lined mostly along the west of the complex and 
carefully shaped to intensify the Memorial experience. 
 
40% of the site is assigned to access and service areas; this includes a new road 
leading to the Memorial, which will be activated upon the future demolition of 
the temporary Naval Annex buildings. 
 
 
END 
 
05 March 2003 



1

HIGH FLIGHT

Oh, I have slipped the surly bonds of earth
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings; 

Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth 
Of sun-split clouds - and done a hundred things 

You have not dreamed of - wheeled and soared and swung 
High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there, 

I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung 
My eager craft through footless halls of air. 

Up, up the long delirious, burning blue 
I've topped the windswept heights with easy grace 

Where never lark, or even eagle flew.
And, while with silent, lifting mind I've trod 

The high untresspassed sanctity of space, 
[and I] Put out my hand, and touched the face of God.

- John Gillespie Magee, Jr.

In the Words of General Hap Arnold

It was a Bold Country that Created the Air 
Force:

‘‘No man, no group of men and no combination of groups

could possibly have created the Army Air Forces.

We have become a reality through the outpouring of 

the will and energy of an entire nation.’’

-January 4, 1944, First Report of the CGAAF to the Secretary of War 
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THREES ARE SYMBOLIC EVERYWHERE IN          
THE AIR FORCES:

Three Air Force Core Values

■ Integrity first

■ Service before self

■ Excellence in all we do

Three Air Force Core Competencies

■ Developing Airmen

■ Technology-to-Warfighting

■ Integrating Operations

Three Key Ingredients to Air Force Mission

■ Uniformed (Active, Reserve/Guard, Retirees)

■ Civilian (Civil Service, Families, Communities)

■ Industry Partners
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VISIONS OF THE AIR FORCE AIR FORCE MEMORIAL
PEI COBB FREED & PARTNERS Architects LLP

JULY 30, 2002
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E. PUBLIC LAW 107-107 (NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2002) 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


